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This course explores the law of agency, a wide-ranging subject of significant commercial importance.  
In essence, agency involves one person (the agent) acting for another (the principal), changing the 
latter’s legal relations with third parties. Agents may be of many different kinds: solicitors, 
auctioneers, stock-brokers, and even the friend whom you send to the canteen to buy coffee for you. 
They may be used in a wide range of different professions, commerce, and even in social settings.  

The course aims to develop in students a deeper understanding of agency’s general principles. It 
covers both aspects of the ‘internal’ agency relationship (between principal and agent) and ‘external’ 
aspects (between principal and third party, or agent and third party). Some issues covered include:   

• Who is an agent? How should we define agency?  
• How are agency relationships created? 
• What kinds of ‘authority’ may an agent have? 
• What is the doctrinal basis for apparent authority?  
• What is exceptional about undisclosed agency? 
• Do agency principles apply outside the formation of contracts and disposition of 

property?  
• When does an agent ‘drop out’? Why? 
• What rights and duties do the principal and agent owe each other?   
• Do agents always owe fiduciary duties? 
• When do agency relationships terminate?  

This course covers only the common law concept of agency; it does not cover similar civil law 
concepts.  

The focus is on the law in England and Wales and Singapore. This is a case-heavy subject; students 
are therefore expected to have a strong foundation in common law reasoning.  

This course will likely be of interest to those who enjoyed private law modules taken in the NUS 
undergraduate compulsory curriculum (eg contract, trusts), and other commercial law modules.  

LEARNING OUTCOMES  

At the end of the course, students should be able to:  

• Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the diversity of agency relationships;  
• Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the reasons for use of agency law; 
• State and describe when, how, and why agency relationships are created and terminate;  
• State and describe the effects of agency in the legal relations between principal and third 

party, agent and third party, and principal and agent;  
• Apply the law in England and Wales and Singapore to given hypothetical scenarios; and 
• Evaluate the current law.  



SAMPLE RANGE OF TOPICS (TO BE CONFIRMED) 

Seminar 1: Definitions of agency & Creation of agency   

Seminar 2: Creation of agency & Types of authority (actual authority) 

Seminar 3: Types of authority (apparent authority) 

Seminar 4: Types of authority (others, ratification)  

Seminar 5: Principal-third party relations – contract  

Seminar 6: Principal-third party relations – tort, property 

Seminar 7: Tutorial 1 

Seminar 8: Agent-third party relations – contract, tort 

Seminar 9: Agent-third party relations – property, warranty of authority  

Seminar 10: Principal-agent relations – duties, including fiduciary duties  

Seminar 11: Termination of authority – death/dissolution, mental incapacity, irrevocable agency  

Seminar 12: Tutorial 2  

 


